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2011 Thiess International Riverprize

Entry Guidelines
International RiverFoundation
International RiverFoundation is a not-for-profit organisation with a vision of a world in which rivers and waterways are restored and sustainably managed. RiverFoundation is committed to recognising and rewarding excellence in river management, to creating and supporting River Heroes through educational and mentoring opportunities and to enabling our River Heroes to share best-practice river management knowledge and expertise globally.
Riverprize Overview
The Thiess International Riverprize is awarded for excellence in river management. The 2011 Thiess International Riverprize winner and finalists will each receive a trophy and a cash prize. A twinning grant will be made available to the winner to facilitate their knowledge and expertise to be shared.

Past Thiess International Riverprize Winners 1999 - 2010

· 2010 – River Thames, England

· 2009 – Lake Simcoe, Canada

· 2008 – St. Johns River, USA

· 2007 – Danube River, Austria

· 2006 – Sha River, China

· 2005 – The Drôme River, France

· 2004 – Siuslaw River Basin, USA

· 2003 – Alexander River, Israel (in co-operation with the Palestinians)

· 2002 – Mekong River, Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia and Lao People’s Democratic Republic

· 2001 – Blackwood River, Western Australia

· 2000 – Grand River, Canada

· 1999 – Mersey River, United Kingdom
Our two publications, River Heroes (case studies of our Riverprize Alumni) and River Journeys (celebrating the personal stories of each Riverprize winner) are both available. For a reference of the achievements of our past Riverprize winners visit riverfoundation.org.au
The Thiess International (and Australian National) winner will be announced at the Riverprize Gala Dinner on 27th September, 2011 which is held as part of the 14th International Riversymposium, 26-29 September in Brisbane Australia. All finalists’ projects will be showcased as a short video during the dinner in front of a large audience of VIPs, dignitaries, government representatives, sponsors and conference delegates.

Eligibility

Entries are invited from organizations, or groups of organizations, that are engaged in best practice river and catchment management from around the world. The international award is open to Australian and international applicants. The Australian National award is exclusively for Australian entrants. Australian applicants can only enter one category each year – not both in the same year. Riverprize winners are not eligible to re-nominate for 10 years in the same category. 

Entry Process 

Entries will only be accepted if they are completed in the provided template format and if they are being sent as electronic files (either by email or on a CD in the post). No paper entries will be accepted.

1. Download the Riverprize Entry Form, guidelines and FAQs at www.riverfoundation.org.au. Carefully read all documents.
2. Read and sign the Terms and Conditions.

3. Complete each section of this entry form, ensuring you provide at least one supporting document submitted for each question. 

Note: Judges will initially identify up to four finalists from reading your answers to sections A – D only. Please ensure you adhere to page and word limits. Supporting documentation as referenced in your entry (section F) will be reviewed in detail for those applications that qualify as finalists, enabling the panel of judges to identify the winner. Referees may be contacted at any stage of the judging process.
Note: appendix items should only be provided where they are essential to the understanding of the explanation being given for each criteria question (e.g. maps and diagrams). More general information should be provided in the supporting documentation section.
4. Once you have completed the Riverprize Entry Form it should be emailed as an attachment to riverprize@riverfoundation.org.au by 30 March 2011. It may also be saved to CD and posted along with the electronic supporting documentation and must be postmarked by the deadline 30 March 2011. 
5. Supporting documentation as referenced in your responses to the selection criteria, should include (maximum of 1 CD or DVD):

· A table of contents of all supporting documentation (section F), saved as a WORD.doc file on the CDROM clearly marked as “Table of contents”.
· Additional supporting materials as referenced in your application. The judges will refer to the supporting documentation in the second stage of judging to decide the winner. Therefore it is very important that you clearly and effectively communicate your organisation’s achievements in the relevant areas of the Riverprize Entry Form as this is where the judges will gain their initial information on your submission

· 5 - 10 high resolution images (300dpi) of your project, with captions, which can also be used in promotional activities if you become a finalist.
Please provide supporting documentation on a CD. Do not send any hard copies of supporting documentation material. Supporting documentation must be posted by the submission deadline (30 March 2011).
Address:

Riverprize
International RiverFoundation

PO Box 10907, Adelaide Street

Brisbane, QLD, 4000

Australia
Judging Process
The judging panel will select finalists by reviewing the Riverprize Entry Form only. To identify the winners, judges will then review the finalists’ entries a second time, taking into consideration the supporting documentation.  If required they will consult referees and independent experts to verify the authenticity of your entry. 
All entrants will be advised if they qualify as a finalist in their category by 1 July 2011, earlier if possible. The winners will be announced during the Riverprize Gala Dinner held during International Riversymposium in Brisbane, Australia.

Members of the Riverprize judging panels may contact your nominated referees and make enquiries of river and waterway systems scientists and independent experts in regard to any of the entries. The judges’ decision will be final. 

Submission Guidelines
Submission format

Submissions must comply with the following format:

Electronic:
All entries must be in electronic format (including supporting documentation - do not send books) and submitted using the Thiess International Riverprize Entry Form which can be downloaded from the website. 
Language:
All entries (including supporting materials) must be in English.
General: 
Entrants must spell out acronyms and abbreviations in the first instance of it appearing in the submission.

Length:  
Each question sets out how much space should be assigned to answering that question (entries that exceed this limit may be penalised and judges may not read beyond set pages).  

Criteria:
All sections and questions must be addressed in the order in which they are listed in the template document.  

Documentation:
As outlined in the entry process, appendices can be supplied in a separate document, with all appendices within the one electronic word file. They can be referred to in the text of your submission. Other scientific data referred to in your application (including 5 - 10 high resolution images of your project) and an electronic table of contents must be supplied as supporting documentation on a CD. All supporting material will only be taken into account when assessing finalists’ submissions. It is therefore essential that the body of your submission addresses all critical areas. 
The following formats are pre-set in the Riverprize Entry Form template and therefore your submission should default to the required format if you are using the template correctly.
Paper size:
A4 (Australia) 21cm x 29.5cm (template size)

Type font:
Arial (template font)

Font size:
11pt (template font size)
Line spacing:
Single spacing (template line spacing)
Thiess International Riverprize Selection Criteria
Overview of the selection criteria, the recommended supporting documents to be included: 
	Components
	Riverprize Selection Criteria and explanation
	 Page

	SECTION A
	Administrative details pertaining to your entry (including Terms and Conditions). 

Please insert your river name and country.
Please sign the Terms and Conditions.
	1-2

	SECTION B
	B.1 
Organisational overview – Background/history

B.2 
Roles of other parties as they relate to the project 

(if applicable)
Managing rivers involves many stakeholders. The Riverprize entry may be sent on behalf of a group of organisations, for examplethe lead agency. Please outline the roles and responsibilities of the various participating parties involved in the program

Emphasise the benefits and achievements of the partnership itself, in addition to that of the individual organisations

B.3 
Summary of work and achievements
Provide a 200 word summary of the restoration activities and achievements relating to improvement in the aquatic ecosystem health of your river, estuary, lake or catchment. In the summary include what the project is, where it is located, why the project was needed and how the project improved the ecosystem health.
	3
4
5

	SECTION C

EVIDENCE

OF

OUTSTANDING

ACHIEVEMENTS
	Outstanding achievements in river (or waterway/catchment) management

C.1 
Demonstrate progress and  achievements in affecting real 
river management
Provide a summary of key achievements which have led to the maintenance of, or improvement in, the aquatic ecosystem health of your particular river, wetland, estuary, lake or catchment.
C.2 
Provide a summary of data to support achievements 
claimed in C.1
Provide solid data demonstrating outstanding achievements (in maintenance or improvements) in factors pertaining to river management, as referenced in C.1. Such as overall river ecology, water quality and biodiversity measures for river health, including: 

· Water quality monitoring data

· Management Plans

· Education programs

· Partnership agreements
Please provide referenced documents and reports as supporting material. Do not send books.
	6
7

	SECTION D

EFFECTIVENSS OF PROGRAM DELIVERY
	Effectiveness of Program Delivery 
The International Riverprize takes into account actions to achieve aquatic ecosystem sustainability, focusing on ecological, social and economic values. This criterion of sustainability is to be supported by addressing the following:

D.1 
Describe your river management framework
· Demonstrated science based management plan
· Include supporting documents such as report cards or other documents detailing the health,river management plans and processes aimed at improving or maintaining the aquatic ecosystem health.
D.2
Provide evidence of social and economic aspects 
incorporated into river management
· Demonstrate innovation in river and/or catchment planning and management, linking the social and economic elements
· Include supporting documents such as corporate and community engagement plans, education programs,  investment plans for improved land management practices or industry environmental plans etc. 
D.3
Demonstrated integration for river management
· Demonstrate consideration and/or processes for various spatial and temporal scales, when dealing with hydrologic, ecologic, economic, and social aspects related to water quantity, quality and ecological status.
· Include evidence of participatory planning, communications, interdisciplinary collaboration.
D.4 
Describe your long term vision
· Demonstrated plans or processes to ensure achieved outcomes are maintained into the future.
D.5 
What have been the challenges and lessons learned

· Describe the challenges involved.
· Outline the key lessons learned on your journey to improved river management.
D.6 
If you were to win, where would you invest the prize 
money?

· What are the top five priority projects, with measurable on ground outcomes, you could fund with the prize money?
	8
9
10
11
12

13

	SECTION E
VERIFICATION 

OF 

AUTHENTICITY
	Regardless of the scale of the river management project or the number of partner agencies involved three independent referees must be supplied. Referees may be contacted by the chair or a member of the relevant judging panel. These referees must be qualified to attest to the authenticity of the content submitted. Referees should be able to provide comment from the perspective of: Science; Policy; Community participation; Outcomes proposed or achieved.
	14-15

	SECTION F
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
	Includes scientific reports and material that are referred to the Entry Form application. There is a limit of 1 CD or 1 DVD of supporting documentation that will be accepted.

It should also include 5 - 10 high resolution images (300dpi) that can be used to promote your activities if you become a finalist.
	16

(1 CD 

or

1 DVD)


Finalists’ Commitments

Finalists in the Riverprize are invited to be members of the Riverprize Alumni and are encouraged to develop a close working partnership with each other and the RiverFoundation network to exchange knowledge and skills. 
If you have been successful in becoming a finalist you will be asked to provide additional information to support promotional activities conducted by International Riversymposium and International RiverFoundation relating to the Prize and the Riverprize Gala Dinner. For example, a short video presentation of approximately 2 minutes will be compiled on each of the finalists using raw footage provided by your organisation. This video material will not be viewed by the Judges, but used for promotional purposes only. 
Winners will be announced at the Riverprize awards ceremony held as part of International Riversymposium and we therefore request that all finalists attend the Symposium, as both the winners and finalists will be given the opportunity to present their projects. 
Winners Commitments
Winners, announced at the Riverprize Gala Dinner, will agree to deliver a keynote presentation in the Riversymposium plenary session the following day. The winners are also expected to attend Riversymposium the following year to give a short report on their progress over the past year and participate in RiverFoundation functions (AGM, feature session, networking dinners etc). 
Judging Panel
The international Riverprize judging panels consist of eminent scientists and water experts from around the world who participate on a voluntary basis. The 2011 panelists will be finalised before entries close. 
In 2010, the Thiess International Judging Panel were (listed alphabetically): 

· Dr Joe Baker -Chief Scientific Advisor, Queensland Department of Primary Industries (Australia)
· Mrs Leith Boully - Chair of the Centre for Rural and Regional Innovation in Queensland (Australia)
· Prof Stuart Bunn-Director, Australian Rivers Institute, Griffith University (Australia)
· Dr Ian Campbell - Director, Rhithroecology Ltd (Australia)
· Dr David Garman - Executive Director, Environmental Biotechnology CRC President, International Water Association (Australia)
· Prof Paul Greenfield, AO (Chair) -Vice-Chancellor at University of Queensland (Australia)
· Mr Alan Vicory - Vice-President, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (USA)
· Dr
Lifeng
Li - Director Freshwater, World Wildlife Fund – International (Switzerland)
Contact Details
For further information on the Riverprize or to clarify any of the entry processes, please contact:

Natalie Baker

International RiverFoundation

PO Box 10907, Adelaide Street

Brisbane, QLD, 4000

Australia
Tel:  
+61 (0)7 3123 7767
Email: 
natalie@riverfoundation.org.au
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